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SIR, 


INCE I was laſt with you I have thought of what you faid, That. ere 
long all Our *Pariſh Churches would be in your Poſſeſſion : This hath occa- 
fioned me to Write (I will not ſay my Advice) but my Opinion. That 
you and your Clergy ihould not Attempt that which I perceive you have 

already in your Speculations : They who know the Hiſtory of your Services 
in the laſt Wars, and ſince, muſt acknowledge that you have deſerved well of 
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our Prince, in that not onely you aſſerted his Cauſe in the Field with the loſs 
_ 1Lickd, Pat Which & diore, you Diſcovered to orte 'of His grevit Minifters of 
State the Deſign of the Rowan Catholicks, managed by Sir X. D. and Father 
Hf. an Engfifh Sorboniſt, to put their part of this Nation ander the Subjetion 
and Patronage of Olzver. It is m reſpett to you, and fo many asare of your 
Loyalty as well as Religion, thatl wiſh in the Game they now play, by ventu- 
ring high, they may not loſe all. You are much miſtaken, if from a Tolera- 
tion you conclude an affurance of Publick Eſtabliſhment. Ir is one thing to 
gain a favourable look, another, that one ſhould fo fall in love, as to Eſpouſe 
your Cauſe. Conſider the 47 S wy A —_ which 1n great 
Number ſe your Hopes. The Chieteſt, as you ought to a — 15the 
firm Refolozon & the King to Defend the Church of Ergland, -= it vetiſtands; 
a Reſolution in him ſo'immovable, that neither an Intereſt 'in MightyPrinces, 
obtaimable by ſuch an Exchange, could Invite, nor the Arguments-of Military 
Men could Perſivade him to renounce that Church, from which he then recer- 
ved no Advantage, but the ſatisfaction of her Communion, and ſuffering in her 
Defence. You cannot but know withal that to believe Him inclinable to you, 
is to Commit Treaſon in your Hearts, fince that to'ſay fo, is declared Treaſon 
by an A& of Parliament. But if you ſhould prove fo Sanguine and full of Fan- 
cies, as to believe what was formerly ineffectual, might now prevail : I cannot 
commend your Judgment, except Fou ſhew thateither yourRdlgion is better, 
or elſe that Intereſt doth more ſtrongly draw the King towards you now than 
heretofore. For the former part, Religion, you ſay it ought not in theTeaſtto 
be altered ; and we acknowledge if it were Reformed it will be lefs worth to 
the Clergy. For the other, concerning Intereſt of State, if it diſlwade under 
thoſe Circumſtances, much more. will it at this Day. In, thoſe Times he might 
by this e6trſe have been Reſtored to three Kingdoms. . Now he would|hereby 
give up half his Juriſdiction, to wit, Supremacy 3 and after a'while, a good part 
of his Revenue, the appendant Poſſellions of his Supremacy: But this is not 
the worſt; for beſides this by ſetting up Popery, he ſets up the Pope as his Col- 
legue and fellow Soveraign in all His Majeſty's Dominians. He'pives him at 
once all the Clergy, and wmplicitely as many as they frighten with Purgatory 
and Hell — To Obey Geds Viear rather than Man: "This hath been done, not 
in the caſe of the Church alone, but in Temporal Quarrels betwixt him and 
other Princes. But if you ſtill hold the contluſion againſt unanſierable Ob- 
jetions, what means pray can you propole whereby this may be accompliſhed? 
Exerciſe all your Ifiiginative Power, Fancy any thing, though"fiever fo un- 
likely to be granted or praftiſed, ſo it be but in the utmoſt degree of Poſlibili- 
"ty. There are but two ways'to do it, either by Parhament, and you cannot 
expe that this Partiament, which appeared "fo-earneſt againſt your Tolera- 
tion, ſhould ſet you up as the National Church. And if you hope this Parlia- 
ment may quickly Dye of Old Age, and that another more favourable to the 
Diſreſſed, may fit in their rooms, you will find your ſelf miſtaken; 'and-that 
it is not your Party ſhall be the Men, bur rather fuch, who though they ſerved 
your turn, never Loved you when they were uppermoſt. 


Let me farther adviſe you not to forfeit'your diſcretion fo far, as 'to expet 
as ſudden a publick Change of Religion now by a Parliament, as was in Queen 
eMaries dayes ; Then the Reformation had onely been begun by King Edward 

his ſix years Reign, and Carcleſly Managed by the Greateſt ' Perſons under 
Him, whoſe Chicteſt aimes appear to be quite another thing : So that there- 
| by 


(3) 


. by whilſt they Negledted to bring over the Countrey Gentlenien to Proteſtan- 


tiſme,they confirmed them in Popery. Thence was it that the Romaniſts might 
much better promiſe themſelves to be reſtored under that Queen, then at theſe 


| years when people ſtill remember her ; and for ſeveral Generations have beent 


reconciled to the Reformation by Writings in thoſe Controverſies, and held in 
by penal Lawes—, and eſtranged from Nome by 88. and the 5th. of Npvem-. 
ber. Now you cannot look for any Good from a Parliament, you may rightly 
Dread their diſpleaſure; eſpecially if you ſhould ſtretch your Liberty of Con- 
ſcience to the perverting of other Mens : For do what you can, and Declaii 
never ſo much againſt a Parliamentary Religion z The Commons will haye a 
Committee for Religion, or elſe Liberty and Priviledge are utterly loſt. So 
that you ought by a private exerciſe of your Worſhip, and a peaceable De- 
meanour to provide for the coming of a Parliament, as by Repentance men do 
for Death, becauſe it cannot be avoided, but may be made lefs hurtful —. By 
this time, I ſuppoſe, you may have laid afide all hopes of being Advanced by 
a Parliament, and caſt your Thoughts towards a ſtanding Army ; Certainly 
you will find this conceit as Aiery as any of the reſt, tor ( beſides that he 
whoſe Authority ſhould raiſe it, intends you no more then a bare and limited 
Toleration) there are very many and Obvious Hinderances of that projet; The 
Kingdom being an Iſland, takes away the pretences hereof, which are alleadged 
by our powertul Neighbours, and allowed by reaſon of their Scituation. So 
that ofi the ſurmizes of ſuch a thing, the Mutinous Temper of this Climate. 
would appear as Jealous of their Liberties, as in ſome Countreys men are of 
their Wives. And withall, where could you raiſe Men for the Service ? your 
own Gentlemen of Eſtates would not endure Forreigners 3 and they muſt rie- 
ceſfarily want home-born Souldiers, their being not a ſufficient Number of your 
Religion, and of none to give the law of Armes to all your Adverſaries. And 
where will you get the main Weapon, Money ? Though your Religion ſhould 
open their {tock and Treaſure as for a Holy War, yet in a little Time either 
their ſtock or their Zeal would be ſpent, and then an Army in its own Country 
cannot ſo eaſily get Bread by the ford, as Labouring men can do by the 
ſpade. For proof of this, = may call to mind how that both Rump an 
Army were well nigh famiſhed into a Diſſolution, when the Countrey declared 
they would pay no mores Taxes. In fach Neceflities Souldiers like Beaſts of 
=Y will fall one upon another and devour their Keepers too 3 And if you be- 
zeve them to be wholly Mercenary, they are never ſo likely to be hired toa de- 
ſign contrary to their former Commiſſion, as when their Maſters cannot pay, 
nor their Enemies can be plundered, yet will freely part with mony upon their 
own termes. You ſce,Sir, how I have followed your Propagators through all, 
both Probable and Wild Methods, which they can invent all which appear- 
ing Unprofitable and Unlikely, they will not ſarely like vain Projectors; 
waſte what they have, for that which they can never obtain——., 
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